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Genetic data is very scarce on the medieval people of the Dnieper and Dniester Valley.
We examine more than 50 human DNA samples from different medieval cemeteries,
which can be dated to the 8-10th century AD and linked to different ethnic groups (like
Slavs, Pechenegs, Hungarians) based on historical and archaeological findings.

This region was the last settlement area (so-called Etelkdz) for Hungarian conquerors
before arriving in the Carpathian Basin. The archaeological material of some studied
cemeteries - dated to the 9th century AD by 14C measurements - shows connections
with cultures of the Volga-Ural region and the Carpathian Basin as well.

Our uniparental and genomic analyses also show that several distinct groups lived in the
studied area. Moreover, Slavic groups on the left and right bank of the Dnieper have a
different genetic composition. Keeping in mind the archaeological data, we examine
genetic relations of the studied groups in comparison with other Eurasians at both
individual and population levels. In addition to identification of the “Hungarian
component” in the region, we compare our results with the data of medieval groups from
the Carpathian Basin and Volga-Ural regions. These areas can be related to each other
through the early Hungarians, whose migration is not just documented by fresh
archaeological data but has been also confirmed by the genetic examinations of the
recent years.

Our goals are to gain genetic insight into the composition of the Dnieper and Dniester
Valleys’ ethnic groups and to learn about unique stories of the individuals who composed
the populations. Our results can not only shed light on the sources of migration events,
but also show the impact of the newcomers on the population of the studied area.
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